Habib Bourguiba, the Moses of

Tunisia

THROUGH PRISON TO FREEDOM

H ABIB BOURGUIBA, President and benevolent dictator of the Tunisian Republic, is
a connoisseur of nationalist politics—and French prisons.

He has known 25 years of private hell

the orders of swiftly changing French goveriments,

To-day his fase is prematurely aged by imprisonment and ill-

ThETRS.

And yet he i undaunted.  Last year he said: 1 could not
v foughe France o long had 1 sot loved France so much.”

Rourguiba is a squat, ebullient
man  with piercing blue eyes.
Like Isratl's Ben Gurlon, he
has the air of a minor prophet.
Hi: also bas a remarkable talent
for inflaming mohs

Paradoxically. he has a
reputation for quict reasonabic-
ness in oversens  nupoliations—
no small measure of his -
surizl temperament,

For Bourgutha & &t ance a
chown, althoupgh with prim under-
meaning, and o fanatcal idialist
He san convolze  dhe Tanésian
Constituend Assembly  with  his
imitations of well-krawn  French
personalilies.  He can have them
roxring fierce acclaim ar his fopes-
fisl aratory.

BOURGUIBA

Bourgulbs & probably of Ber-
beer. as slistingd from Arahb, descend.
He has & ruggedly handsome [ace,
slightly hawked nose, & sguare
chin and a high fenor vaice. His
pale eves can ghool sparks,

Met imformally at his comfori-
able villa perched on 1he Mediler-
ranean shores, he will prohabkly
b dressnd in 3 dazeling groy and
white silk smoking jackes with o
belt  In  public. ke invariably
wears & dask snit with a arboesh
jammed squarcly on his head.

Bowrgsiba & A diret  aeed
eommest speaker.  He has great
persenal  charm. an be  very

modest, yeil feels he has a high
miission as & slateaman,

When sitting talking, ke will tap
his  listoner's  knee  incessanily,
uming gestures and grimaces o
Hlustrate his podinfs, rather like &
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valuble Frenchman, Bt then it
in amid of him ihat he {5 half

gue ard half French inted-
leetiml, Certainly he knows more
about France than most Fremch-
men

Palitics are his passton. Heis a
masier of fuse Aikd  manocuvre,
and & irclined o brush aside
irgdental technicalities. A semior
French official in Tunis once said
that, with all his expererce &8 &
diplomat, he was no match for the
cralliness of the 18t Turisian
President.

Bourguiba = today the living
hope of an independent it Wests
bizsed umion of Maorsee, Tumiss
and Algeria,

Hu i= alan lighting hard 1o shake
aff the last vestige of Tundsin's
Tormer French prowciorale status

dhat &, the temaining 1500k
Frinch soldiers—and his way of
deing this 45 to make the owtward
gsigns ol  indeperlence  plainly
visihbe

Masser's wiles

In all thiz, he has besn an oui-
apoken enemy of communism {"an
evil, alien dectrine”), equally out-
spoken in his defence of
Algerian rationalises (“rheir coun-
iry is the Palestine of WNosh
Africe™), amd  increasingly evms-
pierated with Framce's stifude.

His fear 5 that, with the con-
limeance of the Alperian war, his
neighhours will fall victim 1o the

wiles of Epypt's MWasser
consequently ke ambrace of the
Kremilin,

Brargaibas  mtionalise feroor

has landed him in boads  of
irauhle,

Hu was gaoled im 1934 by a
Conservative  Giovernment  Tor

alleped complicity in ‘Tumisdan nat-
innalist agitations, gacled again in
193 during resction sgaist ke
Frony Popofaire. with wham ke
was aligned.

In 1939, socused of plotling
against the State amd imiting 1o
<ivil war, be was again gaoled arnd
transferred to Marsilles.  He was
atill awaiting trinl when, in 1942,
the  oesapsing Goermans  released
him with the hope that Be woulsd
gel  Tunizias  support  for  the
Axis powers,

Suspicious Allies

Suspiciows Alligs re-wrrested him
in 10d5, He was freed by
France's Ganeral Tuin, only 10 be
shut up sgain by Juins sucoesar,
Genural Mast, and exiled.

After four years fn exibe, e
came back o politics with &
“watching brief™ in the Franco-

arrest, rebease, exile and re-arrest, mostly on
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Tursian negotiations with French
Premiler Schuman in 1950 Buot
when these talks broke down he
wan gend back 1o prison by the
rew Fremch Premier, Pinay.

In 0955, he was relkased by
Premier Faure and send luome with
an agreement giving the Tunisians
limited but real sell-povernménl.
A year later, the agreement was
Termally sipred arsd, affter 75 yoars
af direct French rule, Tunilsia was
an ker awn.

Hahib Bourguiba was borm imio
ihe poomest section ol the Tunsslan
middle class, at Monasiir (a small,
consfal town southeast of Tuibd),
thy voungest of sght childoen.
He began making trouble eardy,
When only 15, he wae expelbad
fram Iis secondzry school for
“sirikes and bad behavious™, but,
aler two years of lang irouhle,
went an b0 o Pars  umivenily,
graduated in law  and  pelitics]
seierce, and flung himself entho-
siastically into Tunisa's #Also6-
alist struggls

Bourguiba  first  joined  ihe
Fanafical Misliom Destoar Parly
which wis dedicated to complets
independence for Tunisa.  Bul the
parly'e religions  basts  conflicied
with the values he had learned in
Framo, and in 1934 he foomed his
awn, more  westernised,  MNeo-
[restour (new comlilsiizon; Pany,
manderane ared secular, amd nimed
at securing self-government.  The
Men-Dieslour is to-day the only
party of any consequence  in
Tunisia.

Maw came the apporianity for
his sensze of drama.  Secret cells
were organised in every locality,
rigil  discipline  was  imposed,
youth &nd womens  MOYEmEnIs
were formed.  Soon  came an
almost myslic devolon 1o Tunisa™
mational cawes, and persondifying
that cause was Bourguiba.

Boargusba is to=day a benevolant
dictator—gnd a skilful ome He
knows 1o what lengths be can ga,

Hi has an encemous financial
problemn, for, wnder French rule,
natumlly-ponr Tanisia  relied
lamgely on subsidies from France
and expenditure by the French
people and iroops

Since  independenice,  howewer.
over 1000000 Frunch peopls have
left Tnisis (leaving abawt 30,000,
and because of violent dizputes
with Paris owver frontier incldenis
and oiber aspects of Tanisian sup-
port Tor the Algerian satiopalist
chige, the French Geovermmendt has
Blocked mast of ils credils

Faccs West

Bourguiba still faces Wesi, but
there s little sign of ihe West
facing Boeurgwiba.  France has
turned her back, amd America B8
averling her eves 50 ps not 1o
incur French anger.

Bowrpisiba bhay foughi a long,
hard baitle. He is undaunted by
mearly hall a life-tims ol imprison-
ment arel exile

Sentiment  flew  oud ke gacl
windows lang aga,
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TALKING BUSINESS

with RALPH HORWITZ

W R. ERIC LOUW @& no
5 imperialist. but his urge
13 self-expression must have
its  outlel.  Conscquently
although Mr, Louw s Min-
ister of Exferna Allairs, his
emipire bullding is directsd 1o
his own country and his own
countrymen.

To Mr. Louw, therefore,
the fact that he resigned as
Minister of Economic Affairs
quite f few years apgo does
mob mwean thatl. as Minister of
External Affairs. his *T warn
you's” are resricted 1o nasty
loreigners who talk  aboul
South Africa or nasty South
Africans who talk abont Mr.
Louw's  conduct of  owr
fareign aftairs. Clearly the
scope of his Mwarnings™ still
emmbroces his  former  pon
Todins,

Ouite plain

Thes M Louw, when
recently imvited to address the
lahanmushuzg  Chamber  of
Commerce, made quile plain
that he, unlike D, ¥an Rhijin.
warishl never, when invited for
a drive, be taken Tor a ride

“I hope,” said e Mindster
of Exrermal Affairs “owr hosis
fthe Fohamnosburg Chamber of
Commercey will not take il
omiss f [ sy fhal, in & vedv
lange misasiife, the drap in our
forelgn exchamge reserves has
been the resull of assurances
given to my successor, the Min-
ister af Economic Allairs, D
A LR, van Rhijn was assured
by importess—particularly  in
the motor  trade—ihat ik
relaxation of import controd

Minister of Everybody’s Affairs

measures would mot entail @
large siemfice of lomeign ex-
change. He pells me bhe has
profited by this expericoss,”

The implication s, of course,
that Afr. Loaw when ke was
Minisier af Economde Affairs,
WHE DEVET %0 nuive as to believe
e “assurardud’” ol bisioess-
men.  Mr, Loow believes in
himself. But unfartunately for
e country’s logeign exchange
reserves, gaid Mr. Loww in
eifect, business fouml ma <difli-
ciliy  in mislesding the in-
experienced Dir. Yan Rhijn

When  the Asscoation  of
Motor Assernblors undersiamd-
ahbly  mnswercd  Mr. Louw's
allegations of bad faith. the
Minister, while stating 1 have
nlether the time ner ke desine
e emler inte a controversy with
the Associtian™, promptly gave
a detailed aralysis of the in-
dusiry’s activities  before  and
afier the relaxation of impont
comtrid.

e wonders  whether  Mr.
Loww was proveled with his
figures by ke Secretary for
External Affairs or the Seeré-
fary  for  Economic  Adlairs.
Does he perhaps feel it neces-
sary o lnd “the time amd
desine™ to mcl oas oa sort of
reserve Ministor of Eoonomic
Alaira jusl in case the actual
ircumbent should be unable e
do the jub as well 59 Mr, Loaw
aul i1y

In the course al 1he WAk
that Mg Louw was Minister of
Economiz  Affairs  and ol
Finance, he deservedly  budlc
pp 8 considerable  repuiation
among businessmen Tor admin-

iraiive energy and approach-
ableress.  But  Mr,  Louw's
haglling of foreign exchange
contred was nol invaribly in-
Formsed and sephisticated,  Let
[ir, ¥Wan Rhijn emerge from the
shadows—Mr. Loww alse made
his mistakes,

Korean War

Thus in Sepeember, 1950, Mr.
Louw famd Blr.  Havenga)
tatally misabkulated the effecis
of the Koresn War snd ils
effects on supplies aml prices
By [uiling to anticipate the
tremendius  price  rises  which
[olhod, Mr. Havenga amd Mr.
Lowsw in effect reduced their
then foreign exchange reserves
by tons al millions ol poiands,

Alsie Mr. Louw |z completedy
silent on kis cwn responsibility
when as Minigter o1 Firnes he
decided that Sowh Afrca’s in-
torest rale would nol fallow the
Bank of England, and intros
duced the first barricrs to the
free Mow of i betwsen
South Africn snd Britain, Our
current difficultivs in linancing
owr papoets and in malniaining
a mie of indusinal expansion
afe much moare aflribatahle 1o
that policy decision af Mr.
Louw’s than o Dr. Van Rhijn’s
amiable alkeged nalveny,

Whether s Mindster of Econs
amc Allaice or a1 Minster of
Finance ar a5 Minister of
Extornal Adlairs, Mr Louw's
ahilicy  md  bard  work  have
wan him  deserved good  will
amaong  besinesemen but that
good will s easily cxbsusted
when he decides 1o become
Minster of Everybady’s Allaim
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